Noreen’s Kids

Supporting the work of FCP in Romania

Christmas Newsletter

Craciun Fericit si un An Nou Fericit
Happy Christmas and a happy New Year




To All our wonderful Supporters

Christmas seems to come round quicker every year — something to do with
getting older! - it has been an eventful year for our little charity, but we are
finally beginning to make progress and starting to expand our activities - we
owe so much, particularly to the hard work and dedication of George and
Sergiu, but also to everyone involved, both in Romania and in the UK.

Update about the work of the Charity — Successes and challenges

Community Care

Nearly all the families with whom we are in touch have a severely disabled child or young adult
that they are caring for in their homes. Many families live in deprived villages and in very poor
housing.

Robin has visited Romania three times this year and to give a flavour of the work in the
community let me tell you about some of the families he and Anna visited.

The first visit was in early April. They arrived in very wintry weather.

Sergiu and George were busy preparing supplies for community families to give them extra food
for Easter, which is the most important celebration of the year for Romania, when families get
together and most shops are closed.

Many of these families are coping with adults or children who need incontinence supplies. Not
only are these very expensive but they are also very hard to get hold of during holiday breaks,
so it was important to visit as many of “our families” as possible.

The delivery of supplies arrived and stored in the container which your generosity helped us
purchase a few years ago. Storage space is at a premium, so it is very fortunate that we still
have this facility.

Robin and Anna helped load supplies and once the snow had stopped set off for the community
to Mihai Kogalniceanu village, with George and Sergiu.

First stop Mihai a cheerful enterprising father who looks after a severely disabled daughter now
in her thirties. This family has been dogged by tragedy, besides having to look after their
daughter, Mihai’s wife died from cancer a few of years ago. He and his wife had always cared for
their daughter together. When his wife died, he took over her care with some help from
neighbours and friends. He has a large garden, so his daughter has a healthy diet of home
grown produce. He's always been a devoted carer - | have never heard him complain.

George and Sergiu gave him nappies and he gave them an enormous tomato from his garden !

Next stop another family who have cared for their disabled son for many years. He cannot be left
on his own and had always been looked after by his lovely grandmother who sadly died recently.
His father now does his best to care for him and is paid as his carer. He cannot do other work
because of his son, but he has to walk to the local Mayor’s office each morning and evening to
clock on and clock off. This adds to his difficulties because he needs someone to care for his
son whilst he goes to do this.

His house is in very poor condition with a low roof and crumbling mud walls. The charity helps
with extra food and incontinence aids for his son so that he can live with dignity.

An extra worry is that his father has been in hospital rcently, where he was discovered to be very
anaemic. He wouldn’t stay for investigations because of worry about his son but does seem to




have improved with simple treatment. The future is very uncertain and the situation will have to
be monitored closely.

Next stop was Facaeni where there are several families.

First of these was Dan — this enterprising young man and his family, who used to live in a house
which burnt down when a piece of wood fell out of their stove. Thankfully they got out safely but
because they could not afford the premiums, the house was uninsured and they were left with
nothing but the clothes they stood up in. Luckily his sister
has a house nearby and they moved in there with their
three children as a temporary arrangement while he set
about rebuilding his house.

We have helped him buy some of the building materials and
he has now made great progress rebuilding the house. He
works on it in his spare time and otherwise earns a living as
a fisherman on the Danube nearby. We gave clothes for
him and his family, and hopefully we will be able to help
with finishing the house so that the family can move in.

Next was an old friend Anna-Marie, and her father. She is now totally blind, and looked after by
her father, whose only income is a small handicap allowance and his carers allowance. They live
in an abandoned school.

This family also seem to have had more than their fair share of misfortune. Their son Petrica,
Anna-Marie’s brother was born with severe disabilities. His parents were devoted to him, but his
mother developed cancer and died some years ago. He promised his wife he would care for
Petrica but eventually providing for the two children especially little Petrica, proved too much for
one person and he himself became seriously ill with internal bleeding. When he came out of
hospital the charity agreed to look after Petrica, who by this time needed full time nursing care.

: Sadly, little Petrica died after he had been in our

. @ residential unit for a few years and Dad went back to
caring for Anna-Marie. Her eyesight was always poor, but
she had an accident at school which damaged the better
eye, and she lost even the small amount of vision which
she still had. Father works hard in his small garden but
he cannot go out to work because of his daughter.

We help with extra food, fuel in the winter and have tried
to facilitate training for Anna-Marie who would like to be a
masseuse.

Next stop a family in Bordusani. The father is a courageous young man who fell off the back of a
cart and fractured his spine. He is wheelchair bound but has set up an unofficial business
repairing small motors for his neighbours and friends. Together with the government “handicap
allowance” which we helped him claim, he is scraping a living for his young family. We help with
food, clothes and incontinence aids, which he would otherwise not be able to afford.

These families are examples of the courage and resourcefulness of the people we help, also of
the devotion they show to the care of chronically disabled family members. We help to make life
possible, but they do the rest.




Update on the children who moved from our residential unit

Noreen, Sue (one of our trustees) and Robin visited both the centres in October where
our children are being cared for. We visit these regularly to monitor their progress.

Bora (facility for young adults)

Monica
i ~nnnent qglighted to see us - we all had a big hug!

Jing well.

asleep when we arrived and took a while to
so pleased to see Noreen once she was

Noreen and Adi

"Noreen and Claudia

Adi has a new bed — vital for his care.
He had a special smile for Noreen.

The Home for the Younger Children

It's always a pleasure to visit this well-run care facility, managed by Gabriella, who many years
ago was one of our care assistants.

Four of the younger members of “our family” are now looked after here.
David

He has taken his time to settle in. He has grown up a lot in
the last year and definitely has his favourite carers.

. He has had so many changes in his short life. Above all it is
vital for him to have stability.

deid and carer with Noreen and
Gabriella




Juliana
She still needs to concentrate but her walking improves all the time.

Although she doesn’t have formal expressive speech, she understands a
lot of what is said to her and is able to communicate most of her needs.

She is determined and feisty. We think she will do well.

Christina

Sadly, Christina’s eyesight is now very poor. Even so,
she seems more settled and has  Gabriella and Juliana
learnt to find her way round her new home.

Her bedroom is on the ground floor, so she doesn’t have
to cope with stairs.

Doinita

She has been helped by her new medication and seems calmer as she begins to have more
confidence with the staff. She has also been moved to a different room, and this seems to suit
her better.

She is less frustrated than she was.

Overall, we feel that the transfer to government institutional care has been better than we
expected. Even though they can never provide the one-to-one care that Noreen’s wonderful staff
gave, they are looked after with kindness and consideration and some of them like Juliana have
made great strides.

Grivita

The new offices are in Grivita, which is about 10 k from Slobozia. We are building relations with
the local community whilst maintaining all our connections with families throughout lalomita
county and beyond.

This Summer Sergiu and George organised a summer camp here. Aimed at kids who don’t
normally have holidays, it was a huge success. Father Marian a local orthodox priest let us use
the extensive grounds of his church whilst his wife prepared meals for everyone in their kitchens.

Local teenagers were recruited to help with the running of the camp. They were unpaid
volunteers but we did organise a weekend away at the seaside as a reward for them. It’s so nice
to see them learning to help less fortunate youngsters.

They also had help from the local police and even a football coach!




Bikes were borrowed for those who didn’t have them and the police closed the roads for the bike
ride!

A helper shares her video with Father Marian and Sergiu




Although Noreen’s Kids is by far the biggest contributor to FCP, we also, as you can see, get
enthusiastic help and support from local schools in Slobozia, the church and from the local
community.

Christmas is coming up. Every year the schools collect for “shoeboxes” to give to less fortunate
families. They are filled with small presents and treats which the school children can afford to
donate.

They get a list of families
who need help and provide
presents for them all. They
also provide fresh fruit and
vegetables from their
gardens throughout the
year, which we deliver
when we are visiting them.

Delivery to a village house

As Christmas approaches, we are delivering shoeboxes to
families all over lalomita and taking extra food, supplies and
firewood to those who can’t afford adequate heating.

- Firewood has become prohibitively expensive and has extra
v.a.t. on it this year. Adequate heating when you are caring for
a disabled child can be a matter of life and death.

As well as all this work George and Sergiu are working hard preparing for a
Christmas party in the new offices in Grivita, complete with Father
Christmas and presents.

This was taken at last year’s party, but we are hoping to have an
even bigger celebration this year. Many of these families and children
can afford very little extra for their children at Christmas. We want to
make it a very special time for some very special children.

The Charity is growing its activities and building relations with local communities, whilst
it maintains its contacts with families throughout lalomita. We still regularly visit families
in need throughout the county and beyond — we also remain in contact with hundreds of
families who may not need regular visiting but who know that they can get help from us if
the need arises.

Of course, none of this vital work would be possible if it were not for the generous
support of our wonderful backers. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May you
have a wonderful family Christmas and let’s hope for great things in the New Year.

God Bless you all

Noreen, Robin and the trustees (Sue Smith, Anna Dunn, Pat Mann and Anita Campbell)




Contact Details for Noreen’s Kids

Dr Robin Dunn
147 Priory Road
Hungerford
Berks. RG17 OAP

Email: robin@noreenskids.org

Website: http://www.noreenskids.org

Donations: Either by cheque to the above address made payable to Noreen’s Kids
(please include a signed statement that you are eligible for Gift Aid if appropriate and
your address and postcode) or you can download a gift Aid form if you are eligible

Or online donations can be made through the link below

https://www.peoplesfundraising.com/donation/noreenskids

To donate by standing order or by BACS follow links from:

https://www.noreenskids.weebly.com/donate.html (if eligible click the Gift Aid button)*
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