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Crăciun fericit și an nou prosper
Happy Christmas to all our wonderful supporters
To all our supporters
As 2018 draws to a close and we approach the Christmas holidays, we wanted to take this
opportunity to thank all our supporters for their tireless dedication and generosity over the years.
Without you there would be no means to deliver the urgently needed care to our children and the
community. This will be our 19th Christmas here in Romania and we would not still be here but for
the kindness you have all shown and the continued support.
The community here still faces the struggles of poverty and lack of basic necessities that we take
for granted, such as food, warmth and access to healthcare. We are currently directly helping and
supporting over 200 families, across three counties, striving to deliver healthcare and the basic
essentials in life. Over a number of years, astonishingly over 3000+ families have at some point,
reached out to us for help and received it.
Our small residential unit is currently home to nine children with both physical and mental
challenges, and sadly some are terminally ill. To these children, the residential unit is the only real
home they have ever known. These children continuously surprise and delight us with their joy,
smiles and laughter despite their painful and sometimes terminal conditions. We feel our efforts
and love are truly rewarded with their expressions of affection and love in return. Even for our

children, who struggle to communicate, the smallest touch from them or smile is enough to let us
know that they feel safe and happy in our little home.
We are a small charity but with a BIG heart and every last penny we get from our supporters is
truly appreciated.
Our Journey – Noreen writes about the early days of the charity
Fundatia Cuvioasa Paraschiva (FCP) was established June 21, 2000 with its main aim to
provide holistic residential care services to children with HIV/AIDS living in the Hospice Care Unit,
what we now consider to be our home.
Soon after this it became evident that there was also a need to expand our work into the
community where sick children and their families were struggling to cope. By September of that
year we were providing care to children and their families across Calarasi, Ialomita and Braila
counties. Over the years this has grown as families hear of our work either through word of mouth
or via a network of services.
Despite the geographical distances and challenges of getting care to these families, we had to get
involved as the depths of poverty and lack of healthcare across the counties could not be ignored.
Villages in Ialomita, Braila, and Calarasi counties are among the poorest in Romania. While some
localities in the area have progressed economically, many villages have been left out of any
economic progress and basic transportation infrastructure leading to lack of employment
opportunities and no way out. Lack of educational facilities for the younger generations, in these
rural areas, is a huge barrier and with no means of travel to towns and cities, generations of
families become cut off without hope of lifting the poverty barrier.
As we reached out to more and more families it became clear that we were fast becoming a lifeline
within certain areas and in turn, more people contacted us in the small hope that our foundation
could help them. Despite how small we are as a charity, we do what we can and hope never to
have to turn anyone away.
Over the years the original intention to help children with HIV/AIDS has grown and expanded to
help poverty stricken families who are struggling to care for relatives with a variety of illnesses as
well as terminal illnesses. We help where we can with such services as:
 Medical and nursing care, and medical provisions
 Food
 Clothing and material supplies
 Firewood
 Christmas presents
 Funeral costs
 Individual needs
 Advocacy for poor families in getting their entitlement from the authorities
 All the children we receive into our care are unique and special, as are their
backgrounds and challenges. For those children with a family, we strive to get them
back to their homes, where possible. With education and encouragement some of
our children have been able to go home. For those who are well enough but have no
family, we try to help them become confident young adults so that they can make
their own way in the world.
So what has happened to the children we cared for in the early years


Florin: age 30 years.
Florin is now living and working in the UK. During his formative years, we encouraged and
helped Florin to build a close relationship with his mother and siblings. When Florin was 18
years old he returned to his family and settled easily with them. As a young adult he gained
skills and worked in the building trade in Bucharest, before moving to the UK with his
brothers.













Catalin:

age 29 years.

Catalin remained with us until he was 23 years old. He visited
his family regularly for holidays and week-ends but was
uncertain if he wished to move home on a permanent basis
because his home environment is not always as stable or
structured as he would like. With his mother’s encouragement,
Catalin eventually went home permanently, returning to us for
short periods as he settled into his new life. We look forward to
his visits, where he loves to spend time with our children.
 Mioara: age 29 years.
When Mioara turned 18, she was lucky enough to be offered a
home with her grandmother. She subsequently met and set up
home with her partner. They have a healthy little girl who is
Catalin and Mum
now 5yrs old. Sadly, Mioara is now separated and has returned
to her family home. Her Grandmother died 3 years ago. Mioara now devotes her time to the
loving care of her little girl.
Matilda: age 30 years.
Matilda did not manage to bond with her family while she was in our
care. Her father, who had been unwell for several years as well as
blind, passed away leaving just Matilda’s sister in the family home.
Matilda moved into the charity’s apartment, which is used to
transition young adults who do not have a family to receive them.
She lived there with Ramona, another of our young adults, and a
‘house mother’ until it was decided that she was mature enough to
live independently. She has been living in a rented apartment
enjoying the freedom it gives her. She has formed a much closer
bond with her sister and they visit each other regularly. Matilda
worked in our residential unit part time until her Consultant advised
her that due to her back problems, the work was too challenging for
her. She has remained very close to everyone here, children, staff
and volunteers and visits almost daily where she finds a warm
Matilda
welcome.
Vasilica: age 29 years.
Vasilica went to live with her aunt and family when she was 18 years old. She fell in love
with a boy in the village and moved in with his family. They have two boys, both of whom
are healthy. Her relationship broke down and her eldest boy remained with his dad’s
family. The youngest boy has been fostered because his health deteriorated when he was
living at home despite several attempts to make it work. It was decided to place him in the
care of Child Protection. and he is now happily settled with a foster family. Vasilica shares
a small apartment with a friend in town.
Ramona: age 30 years.
Ramona shared the apartment with Matilda and worked as a house ‘mother’ for a short
period of time. She was reunited with a boy she previously dated and is now happily
married. They have one little daughter who is the centre of their world.
Alin: age 25 years.
As he got older Alin found the restrictions of living in a conventionally structured
environment too challenging, and when he was 14 it was decided that he would return to
his family. He now lives with them in the UK.
Cristina:
Cristina lived with us until she was 18 years old. She was the life and soul of the home,
always laughing and playing tricks on anyone who crossed her path! She moved to
Constanta to live with her boyfriend. After a few years they parted and Cristina moved
away to another county. Sadly Cristina’s health deteriorated there and she died in hospital
5 years ago.



Monica: age 30 years.
Monica has no family and her home is with us, the only home she has known. She is dearly
loved and returns the love a hundredfold.



We will never forget our dear departed children who were so courageous
during their short lives.
Cristina, Magdalena, Georgiana, Piu, Ionela, Marcu, Gigil, Cecilia, Abel, Mirela
and little Petrica.
Rest in Peace little Angels.

‘On the Road’
The team are often on the road delivering food, nappies and the clothes that have been so kindly
donated. Both cars are always busy, not only delivering this kind of help but also in facilitating
access for patients to hospital appointments. Suffice to say the charity’s roadshow is always on
the go.
The year starts with delivery of wood to many families in our area. In the winter the most
immediate crisis is to ensure that families have access to fire wood to heat their homes and to
cook with and it is absolutely vital that poor families get enough fuel to see them through the
Romania winter where temperatures can dip to a freezing -25oC, making these families very
vulnerable.
Heartbreakingly we often come across, or hear of
elderly and vulnerable people who have frozen to
death in their own homes.
We would like to thank our generous donors who have
enabled us to provide and deliver much needed fire
wood. The funding situation is, if anything, tighter still
this year, but we want to make sure poor families
have a warm Christmas and New Year.
Our team
Within the community Noreen provides regular
nursing care to those most in need. She provides
Wood Delivery
everything from nursing care, to help with obtaining
appropriate medication and provision of equipment like beds and mattresses. Shocking as it is,
families often do not even have a bed to sleep on much less a mattress.
Flori our lovely social worker makes sure that they are all getting the financial help and support to
which they are entitled. Noreen and her team try to support the family in coping with bereavement
- this includes financial help. Often a grieving family will not be able to afford a funeral to bury their
children.
Robin had a truly inspirational day on a recent visit to Romania, which may give a flavour of
Noreen’s community work. These are some of the visits.
The day started with a visit to a young mum with a very disabled child. This boy who is now 11
years old was born with a condition in which parts of his brain did not develop properly. This child
can do nothing for himself. He has a tube in his throat to help him breath properly and requires
continuous one to one care. This young mum has devoted her life to his care. She turns him
feeds him and makes sure he can breathe through the tube.
Noreen has provided support for this amazing woman from the day she bought him home. Against
all the odds the boy has survived. As well as providing the comfort and support which helps her
carry on we provided the electric sucker machine which helps to keep his airway clear, the
nappies which she could not otherwise afford, and we have helped her battle with local authorities
They have provided a small generator which she can use if the electricity goes off . Despite
everything, she remains cheerful and optimistic. Although he will never reach old age this mum
aims to make his life the best it can be. She never complains and is always pleased to see us.

From there we drove to a small village about 20 miles from Slobozia, where Noreen has been
looking after a lady with a form of skin cancer on her leg. It has also spread to lungs and liver.
She knows that the outlook is not good but you would never guess it. She has a severely disabled
daughter – she and her husband have looked after for 26 years. Because she wanted to be able to
care for her daughter for as long as possible, she refused amputation of the leg – it was probably
too late anyway. She is receiving strong painkillers but is not getting much other help from the
state. Noreen visits regularly to change the dressings on her leg and also provide the sort of
psychological support which is so indispensable in this situation. The day I visited she was
laughing and joking with us, made no fuss at all about her undoubtedly painful leg. Such courage!
She and her husband are always so grateful for what we do for them! She remains determined to
stay at home and has discovered that an injection of powerful steroids improves things for a few
days , so she arranges to have an injection before each of her follow-up visits to hospital so that
she can fool them into letting her home.
On to a family living in an old abandoned
school, which a devoted Dad has made as
snug and comfortable as he is able. This is
Petrica’s Dad – we cared for Petrica in our
residential unit in Slobozia. Petrica sadly died
after a brave struggle with his Dad never far
from him. It has been a privilege to know this
quietly determined man who has done
everything he can for his family since he lost
his wife to cancer several years ago.
His daughter also has a mild learning
difficulty but was born with visual problems
so that she was almost blind in one eye and
had reduced vision in the other. 2 years ago
she had a blow to the head at school and
which led to a detached retina in the better
Ana-Marie Dad and Flori
eye and she became completely blind. She had an operation to reattach the retina but sadly due
to complications this was not a success and specialists including a surgeon from France who saw
her this Summer agree that there is now no hope of restoring her vision.
She has bravely faced up to the prospect of life without vision and is now making plans for a
career as a masseuse. Dad at last is able to accept the diagnosis although understandably this
has been really hard for him.
There are suitable schools which will help her to make the most of her situation but these are in
Bucharest. It will mean a big change in their lives Noreen, Flori, Sergiu and George have all
played a part in helping to develop the trust in this family which will hopefully mean that she can go
forward to make the best of her life with her disabilities.
What an inspiring day – these people are courageous and enterprising your contributions to our
small charity help us to enable all of them to make the most of difficult circumstances.
The Heart of the Charity
Currently our hospice is home to Monica, Andana, Claudia,
Adrian, Marinica, Lucica, Cristina, Doina and last but not
least our little Iuliana, All of these children faces daily
challenges with their conditions both physical and mental.
Three of our children are bed ridden and the remaining
children are wheelchair bound apart from Cristina and
Monica.
Monica, who is an orphan has HIV. She cannot speak and
has autism, but strives to communicate with us all and

Juliana

despite all her problems will play and interact with the other children. She has been with us from
the very start – it is the only home ever known.
Despite the varying medical needs of these children, they live as full a life as their conditions allow.
All of our children are non-verbal due to a combination of their conditions
and a lack of nurture in their early years with no
family to care for them. We work tirelessly to
find ways to communicate with them and to
ensure they are as happy and as pain free as
possible.
We have all learned that providing medical care
alone is not enough to enrich these children’s
lives. As with all children, love, tenderness and
patience is key to their happiness, safety and
well-being. Thanks to our wonderful staff, but
above all to our supporters we are able to
deliver this. These children do not have families
to care for them and we try to fulfil that role.
Monica

Lucica

Thankyou Thankyou!!
We would like to thank ALL our supporters everywhere and specially to mention the support we
receive from LDS charities (Bucharest) . Craig and Karen Shurtleff their representatives have been
wonderful friends to us and advocates for our charity. They persuaded their charity to help fund
supplies of wood last year. Thanks to all the trustees of Noreens kids who have worked so
tirelessly to support the work of the charity in Romania, by fundraising, by visiting Noreen in
Slobozia and by helping to make their local communities aware of Noreen’s wonderful work with
Romanian children, but above all to those who contribute to Noreen’s Kids, your generosity
makes Noreen’s wonderful work possible.
Thanks particularly to Andy Dunn for his magnificent fundraising effort this year . Andy raised over
£5000 for Noreen’s Kids by getting himself sponsored for the Ultra trail of Mont Blanc. This is the
blue riband event for Ultra trail runners and involves a run of over 100 miles through three
countries - it includes a total of 30,000 feet of ascent! Andy came 230th out of 2500 of the world’s
top ultra runners. He completed the run in 33 hours and would have been faster still but developed
such bad blisters on his feet that he had to stop for some time to have them bandaged so that he
could finish the race! Amazing effort Andy – the family loved going over to France to support you,
and were very proud of your courageous effort for Noreen’s Kids.
APPEAL FOR HELP;
We are a small independent charity and do not have a budget for large donor campaigns. Rising
wages and a poor exchange rate have hit us hard. We watch every penny we receive and stretch
your donations as far as possible to enable us to help as many families and children as we can.
Any donations, no matter how small, are deeply appreciated. We are so thankful that we can
reach out to our wonderful supporters and ask for help. Without you all, many children and families
would not have been warm enough to get through the winter. Some would not have survived.
Contact details for Noreen’s Kids
(Charity number 1123407) - supporting the work of FCP (Romania)
Dr Robin Dunn.
Sadlers, Sadlers Road, Inkpen
Berks RG179EB
Tel. 01488 668310
e-mail: robin@noreenskids.org
websites:http://www.noreenskids.org
or www.cuvparaschiva.com

On-line donations
https://www.goldengiving.com/secure/donation/nor
eenskids To donate by standing order or by BACS
follow links from
http://www.//noreenskids.weebly.com/donate.html
You can also download a gift aid form or standing
order form through this link

